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The Metropolitan Borough of Solihull (Braggs Farm Lane, Dickens Heath) 
(Prohibition of Driving) Order 2018 

 
Statement of Reasons 

 

Braggs Farm Lane is a non-classified road linking Rumbush Lane and Lady Lane on the outskirts of 
Dickens Heath. The lane is rural in character and for much of its length has a width suitable for a single 
vehicle only. It provides access to a number of recreational facilities including a pocket park and Canal 
towpath and therefore has the potential to be a popular route for walking, cycling and horse riding for the 
local community.  
 
The carriageway width and standard of construction is not conducive to carrying high volumes of traffic. 
Recently an increase in its use particularly by commercial vehicles has seen further deterioration in the 
carriageway condition and in turn an increase in required reactive maintenance to keep the road open 
and accessible. 
 
Of particular concern is the deterioration of the carriageway edge as vehicles attempt to pass each other 
along the length of the route. In the last 5 years (up to January 2018) there have been 8 insurance claims 
submitted to the Authority associated with the condition of this Lane, of which 3 occurred in the previous 
12 months alone.  
 
In order to ensure that the road can be effectively maintained to a consistent standard and which can be 
suitably utilised by the local community it is proposed that the road is subject of a prohibition of driving 
Order to discourage its use as a through route. To effectively implement the prohibition it is proposed that 
access is physically restricted with a gate situated approximately half way down the lane. 
 
The prohibition of driving would still facilitate access to all businesses and properties located along its 
length; emergency services and the adjacent working Braggs Farm would be issued with a key to allow 
access if necessary. The gate could also be opened at the council’s discretion to facilitate access for 
works to be undertaken along the lane by statutory undertakers. 
 
The proposal would benefit the local community – by reducing the numbers of motor vehicles using the 
lane it will reduce any potential for vehicle and pedestrian conflict, improving the amenity of the area for 
equestrian users, pedestrians and cyclists and effectively creating a ‘green corridor’ which will be to the 
benefit of residents and the environment. 
 
Motor vehicles will be able to use the alternative and preferred route of Cleobury Lane and Lady Lane to 
access Rumbush Lane and vice versa. 
 
It is therefore recommended that for preventing damage to the road by vehicular traffic in a manner which 
is unsuitable, and for preserving the character of the road and improving the amenities of the area, the 
prohibition of motor vehicles as detailed above is advertised. 
 
The local Ward Members are aware of the intention of Officers to advertise the proposal.  
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